AOC UK Reunion Edinburgh – Introductory Remarks on Behalf of AOC MD.

Thank you, Tom, for your Introduction and thanks to you, Eileen and the rest of the team for your hard work in putting this reunion together. After the last reunion in Windsor, meeting old-and getting-ever-older-friends, it is great to see how many of us have made it here for Reunion number three.  
Before  starting with my remarks I must first of all pass on regrets from Mr Alzayyat the Managing director of AOC, who unfortunately had a business commitment which changed his plans at the last minute.    I should also apologize that he went ‘low-bid’ by sending me on his behalf again!!  
And in my own defense it’s not as easy as you think to come up with something to say, particularly as I think I used up all the good stuff last time; reminiscing about some of the memories that us UK Aramcons still recall fondly from the 80’s.  Nostalgia at its best.  But this evening I want to talk about the more recent past and  present - and perhaps look into what the future holds for UK Aramcons.
And, while pontificating about life in general and what to say this evening in particular, I thought of how there are those spells in life when you look back and for long periods, sometimes years, nothing at all seems to have happened. …….   And then, there are those times when everything happens all at once.  Well thankfully for me preparing this speech, for the last couple of years lots has gone on.  So for the next few minutes I’d like to dwell on some of the things that have happened since we last met.
First of all there was the tourist trip which many of you took to visit Saudi Arabia, early last year I think it was.  In fact I still go over a couple of times a year myself and things are certainly changing – most noticeably with the number of shopping Centres in Al Khobar – remember when for those in Abqaiq there was only the Al-Farhah souk and I believe Rahima had something similar (did Udhailiyah have anything??). Now though, it seems there is a new Mall springing up on every corner.  But although the ambience and choices abound, I still look back fondly at the bargains that could be had if you risked the dangers of the Khobar highway to hit King Khalid Street or the dark depths of the Shula Mall – before it burnt to the ground of course!?  
And each time I go I realize that there are still a lot of things that I personally would love to be able to bring back with me – things like a full tank of petrol for less than a fiver; a zero in the tax column of my pay slip;  and can you believe it is still SR13 for a haircut (no rise in the last 10 years the barber told me when I was over there last December).  And I hope those who visited managed to take in a Saudi Fast food joint! I always do and swear you can’t beat a schawarma for SR5 –where I now live in The Hague they cost 4 times the price - and don’t taste half as good.  
And this reunion, which started just 3 years ago as a few old friends from Abqaiq meeting up, has  turned into the major gathering we see today; more than 150 people from all parts of the Aramco family.  So it is appropriate that the reunion coincides with the launch of the Alaela magazine, which means family in Arabic and has been written by and for Ex UK Aramcons.   Leafing through the pages I can see the names of several old friends such as John Snell and Randall Baker to mention just a couple, and even an article by yours truly.  This is a great initiative to go with the UK Aramcons website, so please join in and share your own experiences and memories.
That covers the past and the present, but what of the future?  Tom has as many of you know promised to organize one of these events in each of the four home Countries before passing the reins over to a younger man; which leaves just Ireland and Wales to go.  But he couldn’t do this without financial support.  So I’m delighted to have with me…..  [letter from AMZ promising support]
Well, that’s about it from me.  Mention of Alaela reminds me that the theme of this year’s reunion is the family.  So in closing I would like to leave you all with the thought that, whether from England, Ireland, Scotland or Wales and whether we lived in Abqaiq, Dhahran, Ras  Tanura or Udhailiyah, we are all members of the UK Aramco family.  So let’s show our appreciation to Tom, Eileen and their able team for bringing the family together again and here’s to many more such gatherings in the future. (RAISE GLASSES??) Tom & Eileen
